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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 ABIDJA 03496 061826Z 
ACTION AF-04 

INFO OCT-01 SS-14 INR-05 SP-02 PRS-01 ISO-OO /027 W 

061835Z 087683 /40 

R061551Z APR 77 
FM AMEMBASSY ABIDJAN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2844 

CONFIDENTIAL ABIDJAN 3496 

STADIS //////////////////////////////// 

LIMDIS 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-3 
TAGS: BEXP, IV 

SUBJECT: RUMORS ON MINISTERIAL CHANGES 

REF: STATE 46888 

EMBASSY HAS HEARD NOTHING TO SUBSTANTIATE RUMORS THAT 
PRESIDENT HOUPHOUET BOIGNY HAS ANY INTENTIONS OF 
REPLACING MINISTER OF PLANNING DIAWARA OR MINISTER OF 
AGRICULTURE SAWADOGO, TWO OF HIS ABLEST CABINET MEMBERS. 

BOTH DIAWARA AND SAWADOGO ARE NATURALIZED CITIZENS OF 
IVORY COAST. AND IT WOULD BE MOST OUT OF CHARACTER FOR 
HOUPHOUET-BOIGNY TO REPLACE THEM SIMPLY BECAUSE THEY WERE 
NOT BORN IVORIANS. BOTH WERE ELEVATED TO THE POLITICAL 
BUREAU IN OCTOBER 1975. IN SHORT. THOUGH ABIDJAN IS RIFE 
WITH RUMORS OF CHANGES IN GOVERNMENT 
PERSONNEL, THE RUMORS DID NOT INCLUDE DIAWARA 
AND SAWADOGO. STEARNS 
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